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that tibe wealth of the court was not squandered
away on luxuries and pleasures; it was used, on
the contrary, in promoting the cultural life of
the people. This was certainly expected of a
monarch who was so well educated, so God-
fearing, and so hard-working,
It is said that Shah Jahan said hb prayers five
times a day and always observed the Ramazan
fast. He got up early in the morning and said his
prayers. Then he stood in a window, where the
people could have full view of him. From that
place he listened to the complaints of the people
and witnessed the elephant fights of which he
was very fond. He thai went to the Public Hall of
Audience, a splendid building of red sandstone
supported by forty pillars, where he transacted
business with his officers, ministers, and soldiers*
Then he went to the Hall of Private Audience*
where he gave audience to his ministers who
wanted to discuss with him matters of a confi-
dential nature. After this he went to the Royal
Tower, where he took decisions in consultation
with the princes and some selected officers.
Then he had his mid-day meal, after which be
slept for some time. Alter this he dispensed
charity to those persons whose cases were brougt*t
to his notice by his wife Mumtaz-a-Mahal, Agpm
m the afternoon fee did State work and
witnessed some sports. In the eveaiitig
some time to his official work.